Minutes of Longlands Primary School Parent Forum
5th February 2019 at 6pm-6.45pm

Distribution
To all parents and carers via school website

Forum
The purpose and expectations of the newly formed Parent Forum was established at this meeting by reference to the circulated handout in the form attached to these Minutes. Miss Owen (JO) emphasised that the Parent Forum was essential for effective dialogical communications within the school/parent community but she reserved the right to terminate the session if it transcended in to a forum for complaints.
Tammy Allen (TA) invited Attendees to contribute comments on issues and areas upon which Attendees thought the school was performing well and also suggestions on areas/issues upon which the School could do further work, which would then be discussed in the Forum session as Agenda items. Any items not discussed at this session would be carried over to the next session.

Agenda items

Previous Minutes
The previous Minutes from the Parent Forum held on 20th June 2017 were agreed without any amendment and there were no matters arising. 

School communications
An Attendee noted how communications had improved since the last forum meeting. TA advised that 97% of parents had now subscribed to Parent Mail and that the School continued to work hard to improve the timings of communications.  The School Office were also now emailing teaching staff on the content of Parent Mails so that they are fully informed on communications.

School clubs/activities
An Attendee noted that there was a good range of activities and clubs both during and after school and now included choir, sewing, netball and art.  JO confirmed to an Attendee that all clubs were advertised on the school website, in newsletters and in the school foyer and that some clubs were targeted at specific year groups where appropriate. TA advised that the range on offer is always under review but were somewhat dependent on teaching and support staff who were already time poor, and that any parent volunteers to head up clubs that would be a good fit for the school, would be welcomed by the school subject to DBS clearance and logistical restraints (for example available space during lunch times).

Accelerated Reader scheme
An Attendee commented on the already evident success of the scheme. TA and Andrew King (AK) echoed the popularity of the scheme amongst pupils as well.
Year group Showcases
An Attendee commented on how popular recent invitations to attend year group showcases had been (reference made to Yr3 and Yr4 Stone age topic showcase). TA advised that the intention was for showcases to be rolled out to EYFS in the Summer term.

Forest School
[bookmark: _GoBack]An Attendee noted Forest School as a welcome school resource. TA advised that improvement to equipment and parent volunteers to revamp the Forest School area were essential for it to continue. One parent was already offering carpentry skills. The possibility of enlisting help and water supply from the neighbouring allotments was discussed and agreed to be pursued. TA suggested the potential for Forest School to be rolled out to other year groups. JO stated that this is something that she would like to see happen.

Water bottles
An Attendee questioned the location and availability of water bottles to students throughout the school day. TA and AK advised that whilst water bottles were not kept on tables, they were usually kept in the sink area and children were able to drink from them during independent work. An Attendee suggested that in one class water bottles were located outside of an accessible area and that children in that class may be too shy to ask for access to them.  TA said that she would look in to this and reiterated that students were actively encouraged to drink throughout the school day.

Collection of letters
An Attendee commented that signed slips/letters did not always get returned back to the school and that it would be useful if students’ bags could be checked for returned slips/letters. TA advised that students from Yr1 up were expected to hand in letters to their class teachers where appropriate and that there was little time at the start of the school day for teaching staff to check students’ bags but advised that most teachers did try and remind students in the morning to hand letters/forms in. Return of forms/ slips by electronic means was discussed but considered to be infeasible due to the additional stress this would place on the School email and would not be appropriate where a letter/form required a signature. The possibility of a designated area/tray or post box in each class was suggested as a possibility.

School dinners
An Attendee raised the possibility of parents trying school dinners on the basis that her child often said that he did not eat very much and this was concerning. TA advised that staff including JO regularly eat with the children as do Governors on Governors Day, and echoed the quality of the food and its nutritional balance. TA assured Attendees that reluctant eaters were encouraged to eat and any issues of persistent non-eating would be brought to a parent’s attention. Parent testing of food at school lunch time was not sustainable but JO advised that she did have meetings with the school caterer Harris Catering and that she would liaise with the cook in this respect. Another Attendee advised that Harris had provided her with recipes to try at home before her child started school, which was useful.

Playground equipment and playground issues
An Attendee expressed concerns about the lack of and quality of playground equipment. TA advised that decisions on play equipment were determined by logistics and zoning of the playground and there had been issues with the current “play leaders” (pupils appointed from years 5 and 6) adequately supervising the younger years with playground equipment and that amalgamating the school community on to the playground at the same time had put added pressure on the play equipment. AK advised that new play leaders from YR4 had been appointed and that certain Local Authority funds had been ring-fenced for plans to re-zone certain areas in the playground.
An Attendee questioned the decision to amalgamate EYFS children with older years at break and lunch as this was encouraging some students to play with elder siblings and not their own year group. TA assured that the children were only in the playground for a short period of time and that at all other times were forging relationships with their own peer groups. TA also reassured Attendees that it was unlikely that any child would not be included in the playground but that if parents were concerned they should report to their class teacher so that their child could be monitored and supported. The introduction of “Friendship Benches” was also on the School Council agenda.

School Exercise books
An Attendee raised the possibility of introducing larger lined exercise books in KS1 and EYFS to assist early handwriting. TA advised that EYFS had unlined exercise books so were unrestricted and that the whole school had now undertaken the Penpals for Handwriting scheme. TA also advised that the curriculum dictates how year groups should be able to form letters and the handwriting books are appropriate to this. AK commented that larger “scaffolded” books would lead to the loss of book content and this would have a cost implication- it would have to be cost effective to move over to such books. JO advised that a decision of this nature would have to be discussed by all staff and that no promises would be made. 

Forum closed
Attendees were thanked for attending the meeting. Next meeting to be scheduled for the Summer Term.
















