‘onglands Primary School|

Wednesday 17th July 2024

A Message from the Headteacher:

As you know this is my final piece for a newsletter as Headteacher of Longlands. I just want to
express my thanks and sense of gratitude for your support during my time as Head. It has been an
absolute delight getting to know you, and to have the privilege of sharing your children’s lives
watching them grow and develop over the years, both past and present. Longlands has certainly
enriched my life and I will take away some incredible memories with me as I end my ten and a half
years as Headteacher of this wonderful school. Your kind words and best wishes have humbled me
and helped me make the transition into my early retirement a lot easier. As I move onto a new
chapter in my life, I know that the school is in a good place as our most recent Ofsted report
acknowledged. I am confident that the school will continue to go from strength to strength and that
Mr. Baines with the support of the staff team, will do a great job of driving the school forward, as
Longlands starts another new chapter in its long and illustrious life. With the next academic year in
mind, the Governing Body have asked Mr Baines to include and introduction to himself which you

will find at the end of the newsletter.
I wish you all every happiness for the future

Miss Owen




EYFS

The children have been fully immersed in their topic on Traditional Tales. They really enjoyed
looking at different versions of the same stories and seeing what was the same and what was
different. They have become experts at sequencing and retelling stories which will stand them in
good stead when they move up to year 1. They are equally fantastic at putting themselves in the
role of a character and writing speech bubbles. We were particularly impressed this half term with
the children’s ability to become super scientists and understand all about changing states of
matter. They understand that the particles in solids are stuck all close together, in liquids they are
more spaced out and move slowly and in gases they move quickly and are far apart. They were
able to draw pictures of the particles and explain their drawings. They then used this knowledge
to think about different materials and make predictions about how to melt chocolate quickly and
where the best place to put it would be. In maths, we have been recapping all our prior learning
and have been using the rekenreks to show doubles and for addition and subtraction. Last week
the children took part in a very exciting Olympic workshop whereby they learnt all about the
Olympics through the ages. The children are very excited about going to year T and are looking
forward to finding out what class they will be in on Friday and meeting their new teachers. We
are all very proud of all the amazing learning the children have untaken this year and wish them
all the best for the future. Don't forget that you can come in and look at your child’s ‘All About
Me’ book with them straight after school on Thursday.

Mrs Allen, Miss Sheridan, Mr Murphy and the EYFS Team.




Key Stage 1

As part of our science topics (animals including humans and habitats), we took a trip to Howletts
Zoo. We learnt about the different animals that we saw there. We saw elephants, tigers, red river

hogs, monkeys and meerkats. We looked at their diet and their habitat.

Back in the classroom, we wrote a recount of our trip. We also used google slides to create

information presentations about our favourite animals.

Miss Taylor, Miss Gayson, Ms Laughland, Mr Morand and the KS1 team




Lower Key Stage 2

The children have worked very hard over the year, and we would like to congratulate each and
every one of them for working so hard. We are very proud of their efforts and achievements. This

is what they have been up to since the last newsletter:

In English, over the last few weeks, the children have built on their knowledge of the characters
from the book, Oliver and the Seawigs, and they have been studying the plot closely, to consider
the actions of the characters. They have gone on to write more diary entries, have created an
instruction leaflet on how to care for a ‘pet’, created a playscript based on the events from the

story, and used language from the text to create their own figurative poetry.

All three classes have used their designs to create some truly magnificent seawigs (and have used

some very interesting items, inspired by the text).

Completed Seawigs

In building on our knowledge of Living Things and Their Habitats, the children have used their
knowledge and have carried out further research, to create classification tables on mini-beasts.
They have also made posters using their knowledge, facts and information on the negative effects

of environmental issues, so that people are highlighted to the problems caused by man.

In RE, the children have studied Christianity, to know that Christians are quided by words of
Jesus, written in the Beatitudes and the commandments, and have considered how they could use

the words to carry out good deeds in their lives.




In Maths, Year 3 have been using and creating bar models to assist them in working out word

problems involving addition, subtraction, multiplication and division, and Year 4 have completed
their work on shape and symmetry, and have built on their knowledge of direction, learning how
to read and plot coordinates on a graph, and explain how vertices have been translated to alter-

native points.

This week, the children have begun to work on their Art and DT project, ‘Designing and
Creating’ (leading on from a ballet workshop by the Royal Opera House, which the children

completed earlier on in the year).

We would like to wish you all a safe and happy summer holiday!

Design and create ballet scene from Alice in Wonderland

Mrs Rossiter, Miss Almond, Miss Black, Mrs Harris and the LKS2 Team




Upper Key Stage 2

What a year it has been! You have all worked so hard and we have had so many glorious
moments. Each topic has brought us together as we explored a variety of different types of lesson
and ways to learn. Our learning has taken us all the way from the Anglo Saxons to World War
2! What a journey! Your engagement in our Power of Reading books and your enthusiasm for
learning has been fantastic all year. You have worked hard in all of your subjects, you should be
proud of your accomplishments. We are proud of you. Well done for being fantastic, we know

you will continue to shine in your next chapters of life.
Best Wishes,

Mr Allen, Miss Childs, Mr Thurston and the UKS2 team

Farewell Year 6

We are sorry to see you go but please remember that you have been a real credit to our school,
and to yourselves, over the past 7 years. You have made us laugh and brought much joy to

Longlands Primary School. Your attitude towards learning has been super!

We are so proud of who you have become, and want you to take all that you've learned into
your next phase of life at secondary school. Continue to remember to be kind, be brave, be hon-
est, be creative, be happy, be thankful, be humble and above all... be you.

We will miss you hugely... but remember: we'll always be your primary school, and you'll always
be our Year 6 who made us proud throughout your time with us. Lastly, well done for putting on

such an amazing end of Year production. You are all superstars!

Well done Year 6!




Cricket

A group of Year &4 children took part in The Kent Cricket Finals at Sidcup Cricket Club. They
played 5 matches and had a mixture of wins and losses. Rodiyah was presented with a magic

moment award for her outstanding bowling. Mrs Ward was very proud of all the children who
represented the school and had lots of fun in doing so. Thank you to Fraser in Year 6 who was

the “team coach” and helped umpire the matches.

Gardening Club

The flowers and vegetables that Mrs Svensen and the Gardening Club planted and looked after
this year won Silver when judged by London Children’s Flower Society!

Garderu'ng Club will continue again next term with a focus on planting bulbs and winter

vegetables.

Olympic Workshop

Last week, each class had the opportunity to take part in an Olympic Workshop. In the
workshop, the children learnt about the origins of the Olympics from Ancient Greece to now.
The children enjoyed getting in their time machines and re-enacting some of the ancient sports.
It was very informative and I hope this will make the children excited for this years Olympic

games.




UKSA

On Friday 21st June, Year 6 set off to the Isle of Wight for It days of water sport fun. We were
blessed with beautiful and sunny weather. The children were able to learn how to kayak,
paddleboard, sail a keel boat, and sail a dingy. They all encouraged each other to take part in
each of the activities. It was lovely to see the children’s water confidence increase as the trip
progressed. We also had great fun at the disco, where we had a preview of some of the

production songs!

We also had a surprise visit from Mr Allen, who was able to join us for paddle boarding and
dingy sailing. It was certainly a fantastic opportunity for all of the children, and I know that they

will all take away special memories from the trip.

Wrap around care

Mrs Foster and Mrs Needham would like to wish you all a lovely summer holiday. They look

forward to seeing the children at breakfast club and after school care again in September.

Please book the sessions you need for the first week of the new term on IRIS Parentmail by 30th
August.

School Fund

There are 3 payment items of varying amounts loaded onto IRIS Parentmail if you would like to

make a voluntary contribution towards school fund for the year 2024/2025.

School Uniform

We have instructed Caseys Schoolwear in Blackfen to stock our logo uniform—jumpers,

cardigans, school bags and PE kit. You can purchase instore or online

https://www.caseysschoolwear.co.uk/primary-school/longlandsprimary-school.html




A fond farewell

We will be saying goodbye to Mr Thurston at the end of this term as he leaves Longlands to take
up a position in another Bexley Primary School in September. Mr Thurston has had a very

successful year and I know that he has had a real impact on the children in his class over this
past year.

On behalf of all of us, I would like to wish him every success and happiness in his teaching career
over the coming years.

Miss Owen

Bexley Selection Test 11 plus

s

As in previous years, we will be closing the school on the morning of the Bexley selection test ,
which this year falls on the morning of Tuesday 10th of September. (Those children taking the test
should aim to arrive at school for 8.40 am when the gate will be opened.)

School will open at 12.55pm for KS1

School will open at 1.25 pm for all pupils in KS2




Dates for the diary 2024

Thursday 18th July—Year 6 Production

Monday 22nd July—Year 6 Leavers Service at Christchurch
Tuesday 23rd July—After School Care is closed

Wednesday 2lth July—Inset day

Monday 2nd September—Inset day

Tuesday 3rd September—Inset day

Tuesday 10th September—Bexley Selection Test—Year 6
Wednesday 11th September—EYFS siblings Ist day

Thursday 12th September—EYFS 1st day

Wednesday 18th September—Year 5 residential trip ROCK UK
Friday 4th October—LKS2 school trip Natural History Museum
Wednesday 9th October—Individual / Sibling school photos
Monday 21st October o Friday 25th October—Year 6 Bikeability

Tuesday 22nd October—Flu immunisation

Monday 28th October to Friday Tst November—Autumn Half Term

Dates tOF
the Digry:

Wishing you and your families a restful and enjoyable summer break.

Miss Owen and the Longlands Staff Team

Attendance
Thomas 92%
Kahlo 96%
Monet 93%
Matisse 92% Basquiat 6%
Murakami 6% Malone 6%
O'Keeffe 95% Ashevak 43%
Warhol 98% Wei Wei q5%




Message from Mr Baines

Dear Parents and Carers of Longlands Primary School,

I am delighted to have been appointed as the new Head Teacher for Longlands Primary School,
and I am very much looking forward to getting to know all our pupils, parents, carers and staff
in September.

I have been at my current school for 12 years, & of those years have been as Head Teacher. I
started at my current school as a Newly Qualified Teacher and I have been given lots of
opportunities and taken on many roles during my time working at the school and Trust;
including Phonics Lead, English Lead, Assistant Head Teacher, Deputy Head Teacher and finally
as Head Teacher.

When I first visited Longlands, and on all subsequent visits, I was immediately struck by how
respectful and welcoming the pupils were. I was also impressed by the sense of community at
Longlands between all stakeholders and the local community itself. On one of my visits to
Longlands, I was able to accompany the School Council to the local Care home to see just how
strong the Longlands community links are firsthand.

I know that a successful and happy school depends on all of us working together. As parents
and carers, you make an important contribution to your children’s achievements, and I'm excited
to build on the relationship between you and the school. I look forward to meeting many of you
on the playground in the morning and after school and at events that we will be hosting
throughout the year.

My dog Douglas, also known as Doug, will be joining me at Longlands. Douglas has been a
Dog Mentor for over a year working with children and spending time in class. Doug is very
happy working in a school and provides lots of support to pupils, staff and parents and carers.
You will get to know Doug very well. He is a very good boy.

I am looking forward to building relationships with you all and leading Longlands onto the next
stage of our journey together.

Yours sincerely,

Mr Baines
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