Longlands Primary School

Tuesday 30th April 2024
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A Message from the Headteacher:
Dear Parents and Carers,

Welcome back to the summer term although the weather has certainly not been showing an
indication of summer since our return! I hope that you had an enjoyable Easter break with your
children and that everyone has returned to school suitably refreshed and energised. This half term
has already been busy with phase groups having been on educational trips and the other two
phases going on trips this week. As I have mentioned in a previous communication, this is a year of
lasts for me as my departure date from Longlands grows nearer. The summer term is always very
busy and this year is no exception. With an exciting term ahead which will include sports day,
national assessments, class assemblies and activity around the Year 6 leavers, I look forward to
seeing and talking to many of you over the coming weeks. We have tried to map out all the
important dates, activities and events which will be happening between now and the end of term.

Please do take the time to read them and save the dates as necessary.

Miss Owen




EYFS

Monet and Matisse have been as busy as bees whilst embarking on their new topic on Minibeasts!
They really enjoyed learning about different minibeasts last week and loved the book ‘Mad About
Minibeasts’ which we used as our stimulus. The children wrote poems all about different
minibeasts, they wrote facts and drew pictures and took part in quizzes whereby they had to quess
which minibeast was hiding after reading clues. In maths they did lots of counting and subitising
and they had to sort out which ladybirds had 6 spots and which had ‘not 6’. They also designed
and made beautiful 3D minibeasts using junk modelling which are displayed in the classrooms.

In Phonics they have bequn learning level & which is all about adjacent consonants in words. This
week we are learning all about the story of ‘The Very Hungry Caterpillar’ and will be thinking
about which foods are healthy and which foods are unhealthy. We will be learning all about the
life cycle of a butterfly and will be observing our real caterpillars getting bigger and eventually
turning into chrysalises. On Thursday we are going to Hall Place to learn more about minibeasts
and their different habitats and the children are very excited about going on a bus!

Mrs Allen




Key Stage 1

This term, we will be learning about the Great Fire of London. So far, we have read the text: Toby
and Great Fire of London. In English, we wrote a recount of the story that included all the main

events of the story and this week we are beginning to write diary entries as Toby.

In History, we have created a timeline of events during the Great Fire of London. We learnt that it
started in Pudding Lane in a bakery. We also found out that they had to pull the houses down in
order for the fire to stop.

In DT, we have designed a Tudor style house as these were the houses that lined the streets of
London in 1666. This week, we are going to be creating the houses using junk modelling and

card.

In PE, we have been practising our Athletic skills. We have been taking part in relay races, long

jump, target shooting, hurdling and skipping.
Miss Taylor, Miss Gayson, Ms Laughland, Mr Morand and the KS1 team




KS1 Trip to the Observatory

To celebrate our learning through the text: Look Up by Nathan Bryon. We took a trip to the
Greenwich Observatory. We saw a room called the Octagon Room which was designed by Sir
Christopher Wren, who we have been learning about at school recently. He rebuilt St Paul’s
Cathedral after the Great Fire of London.

We were also able to see lots of telescopes like the one Rocket has in our story: ‘Look Up’. We
also watched a planetarium show. In the show, Ted and his plant zoom through the Solar System
on a quest to find the best planet for them to live in. They went to all the planets in the Solar
System and we learnt lots about each planet. Ted discovered that Earth was the best planet for
him to live in. It felt amazing to feel as if we were zooming through space ourselves.

A huge thank you to all the adults who helped on the trip!

Miss Gayson




Lower Key Stage 2

What a brilliant start to our new term, with learning centred around our core book, Arthur and
the Golden Rope.

The children have been getting to know the character of Arthur and have completed English work
using a few different genres. Firstly, they have looked at how persuasive and exciting language,

as well as tone, are used to advertise holidays. This led the children onto carrying out research on
Iceland (where the story is set). They then went onto creating their own scripts for an online
advertisement, which they performed for the class. Also, as Vikings is our topic in History, we
have studied Norse myth story telling and the techniques used to engage listeners, including story
stones, alliteration and repetition.

History lessons have started with our key question, ‘Were the Vikings really so villainous?” and
we have bequn learning about why the Vikings first came to Britain, what the word ‘Viking’
means, what Britain was like before their arrival, and some information about King Alfred the
Great...why was he so ‘great’?

Maths topic learning this term has included:
Year 3, Fractions (the meaning of part and whole, unit and non-units, how to find a fraction of

an amount).
Year U, a continuation of Decimals (multiplying and dividing by 10 and 100, changing fractions to
decimals and vice versa).

In Science, the children have been adding to their knowledge of ‘Light’. We have explored the
questions: What is light? How do we see? We have also carried out an investigation, looking at
which materials are the most reflective and what it is about their properties that makes them
reflective or not.

In PE, Year 3 and 4 have been working with Mrs Ward to learn the rules and skills involved in
playing Tag Rugby.

Music lessons have included learning the words from our new song from Sing Up, Viking Rock.

The song has two vocal parts (rounds) so we have been using this technique during our lessons.

We have also been thinking about how we can really bring out the drama and excitement of the
song, using some actions or gestures, e.g. stamping feet or raised fists at ‘Viking rock!’.

Well done to all in Years 3 and &4, you have worked really hard!

LKS2 Team




Upper Key Stage 2

We've made a positive start to the Summer term. We are in full swing of SATs preparations as
well as being engrossed in our new book/World War 2 learning. In Maths, we have been working
on statistics using various charts and graphs and interpreting data. Year 5 have been working
with angles and shape. We've been impressed with their attitude towards their maths learning.
We've started our Power of Reading book, ‘Rose Blanche’, which is set in Germany at the start of
World War 2. This follows a young German girl’s perspective of the war over time and how
discrimination affected residents of her local area. The children have been very mature and under-
standing, showing good empathy towards this sensitive area of learning. They have taken part in
freeze frames, poetry performances as well as producing some fantastic writing. To support our
learning, we have also focussed on World War 2 in our History lessons. We have looked at the
cause of World War 2 and discussed the importance of reliable sources. To recap our prior
learning of ‘Earth and Space’, we visited the Royal Observatory where we took part in work-
shops, toured the Observatory itself and watched a planetarium show. The children all enjoyed
the trip and got a lot out of it — the planetarium being a particular highlight. We look forward to
the Year 6s showing off all their knowledge in their SATs and a half term full of fabulous

learning!

Mr Allen, Miss Childs and Mr Thurston




Other News!

Governors' Day 202411

On Friday %" March 2024, the children and teachers at Longlands had the wonderful pleasure of
hosting our school Governing Body for the day. Every academic year Governors will spend the
one school day in the school speaking to staff and students, find out their thoughts on the school
and how we can improve. This year we spent the day:

e visiting all the classes with learning walks around the school
e viewing class displays and children’s books
watching assembly and participating in break and lunch time activities

We thoroughly enjoyed seeing how happy, polite and respectful the children and staff were and
witnessing the ideas and initiatives that are discussed in our meetings being brought to life. As a
group we:

e discussed how we can strengthen ourselves as a Goveming body
e how we can support the staff and students as we prepare for and Ofsted inspection
reviewing key topics such as the school curriculum and safequarding

We reflected on the importance of our role and are committed to providing strategic leadership
and accountability. Our goal is to ensure that children receive the best education and achieve
their maximum potential here at Longlands Primary School.

Stephen Morgan

Chair of Governors

A polite reminder about scooters..

At Longlands we pride ourselves in welcoming all our children and families onto the playground
at the start and end of the school day. We are also pleased that so many children and their
younger siblings chose to come to school on scooters. As the playground is very busy at these
times, please can we remind you that for everyone’s safety scooting is not allowed on the play-

ground and children must push their scooter if it is brought onto the playground.

Thank you for your support.




Dates for the diary 2024 —

Wednesday 1st May—LKS2 trip to Kent Life

Friday 3rd May—FOLS own clothes day @ng :E@? .
Thursday 9th May - SENco coffee morning th@ ngM
Friday 10th May—O Keeffe class assembly

Friday 17th May—Thomas class assembly

Friday 24th May—UKS2 trip to Imperial War Museum

Friday 24th May—FOLS disco

Monday 27th May to Friday 31st May—half term holiday

Monday 3rd June—Tst day of summer 2 term

Friday 7th June—Matisse class assembly

Friday 14th June—Sports Day (reserve date in case of weather Monday 17th June)
Friday 14th June—Murakami class assembly

Thursday 20th June—Class photos

Friday 21st June—Year 6 UKSA trip

Friday 5th July—Monet class assembly

Tuesday 9th July — Rock Steady concert

Thursday 11th July—Summer concert TO BE CONFIRMED

Thursday 18th July—Year 6 Production

Monday 22nd July—Year 6 Leavers Service at Christchurch

Wednesday 2lth July—Inset day

Monday 2nd September—Inset day

Attendance Thomas 95%

Monet 7% Kahlo 5%

Matisse 9% Basquiat 4%

Murakami 95%

Malone 97%

O'Keeffe 98%

Ashevak 95%

Warhol 98%

Wei Wei 97%




Safequarding

8 Eleritamrall ey Sl o B liar b dergs i Lot 1S i pres o Lol ummmmm [ e et N b
I Enpesriond, Thls rricia ......u-nnuu---uunu-u‘— {7 Feyeiad el el o imilecfi,

What Par'ents &-Carers Need to Know abaut

damign” reflers to the techniquas thot companies smpioy to Infuencs our thoughts
uwuummmmhhm Mwmmummm&lnwmﬂm
8 priwrt of danvil wikhiny grarriinl. Porinscsive distig maarss thert thin comlibert it Do gl barately pramniid
D |1 o wecry theat's iberded 10 sncouroge you to spend your time or roney [or both]. Thees rmsthads often
prinnd Mg by sifective of lnbepirg peopis egoged oned irnasibi for kongn thr war rrigitt ixpect.

oncn.o-t-co-.... A

EP SCROLL

] Iole serinnk e
et Inaoras wibdind e 56 (e it with
el ey, BB e

[ lenrstransaetisne

Iﬂnﬂill-liwlnrd'u-

E -rnu-m- )

shisl abain setting sanis dine [Fite on how long they sam mh Lol |
teielat o eanselE in e sven g oF & Tesiers — a8 sareiing lana lllmii-mlnllnlih
ﬂliﬂﬁﬂlhlnu.l:ﬂm. wivels famiyn ﬂﬂl‘ﬁll:illlllli'r:ﬂﬂ ﬁ"mham-mm%m“mmm
e EgFERmant, rma iing things fair (end healfiver) for evermna. adls drisesly or kil cpen [t up wharever Uy hewm

AR R L Wl L. W by TF FFYE FF .

N NOTTRICATIONS HAKEACHECKUST \
Stk Kl wnﬁuﬂmw .&oﬂ'pﬂ %ﬂ e o Kot o RSV & L Exy Bk il aiYibeTin

A e e T o e T T 1

PP - S bl your chilel I king Bl irahits s e e Tl an st Fedp U4 bl aia

W e e L Lt 5 R Y J | - !

Meet Qur Expert

s

]

W @raoninesatsty 3 /Nationaioninesafsty @nationalonlinesatety  ¢J* @national_online_safety




FOLS News!

Bunny Hop was a fun event for the children and what a fantastic amount raised! FOLS have
kindly agreed to purchase new reading books for the class reading areas that the children in each

class have specifically asked for.

Monet class

APRIL 24 %,

AN UPDATE FROM

/\I’E HAYE LOTS OF J
EXCITIMNG EYENTS COMING
UP THIS TERM - WE HNEED
LOTS OF HELP WITH
A HUGE WELL DOME TO YOLUNTEERING AND
EVERYOHNE WHO TOOK SPONSORSHIPS - PLEASE
PART IN THE BUMHY HOP LET US KHOW IF YOU CAN
AMD RAISED A WHOPPING
EII30 - EXTRA SHOUT
OUT TO MOMET WHO
RASIED THE MOST IN THE
SCHOOL!

DISCO TICKETS ARE NOW LIVE -
PLEASE CHECK PARENT MAIL FOR
BOOKING LINKS TO PURCHASE
YOUR TICKETS

WE ARE STILL LOOKING FOR VOLUNTEERS
AND PRIZES FOR THE FETE - IF YOU CAN HELP
PLEASE GET IN TOUCH.

TICKETS ON SALE SOOHN
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