Longlands Primary School

Friday 26th January 2024

A Message from the Headteacher:

Dear Parents and Carers,

With 2024 now well underway, school is once again buzzing with activity and lots of exciting
learning opportunities for the children. On our recent INSET day, Mrs Allen and I met with all
class teachers to discuss the children’s progress and look at ways in which we can further support
every child at Longlands. These meetings are always a wonderful time to celebrate both the pupils
learning and attainment. I never cease to be amazed at how well our staff know the children, with
so much work put into careful assessment and tracking of their progress. The Play Team were also
very busy on that day, organising a range of new resources to enhance lunch and breaktimes as
part of our ongoing OPAL project. It has been wonderful to observe everyone enjoying using this
equipment, particularly the colorful parachute which is used for large group circle games. This is a
short half term but a busy one none the less, and I hope you enjoy reading the reports from each

phase about their work this term so far.

Miss Owen




EYFS

In Monet and Matisse class the children have loved learning all about space and we are amazed
at all of the facts they can remember. They really enjoyed designing, making and evaluating their
rockets using a variety of different materials and were then inspired to make them using different

construction materials too.

When learning how to write speech bubbles in the character of Beequ the children thought really
carefully about how Beequ was feeling and what she might say if she could speak English (or any
other human language). We recently introduced the children to the words, nouns and adjectives
and have explained to the children that adjectives describe things. They did a very good job at
describing Beegu and used words like: lost, lonely, scared, friendly, yellow and kind to describe
her.

In maths, the children have been learning how to add 1 more to a number, how to partition 5
objects into 2 parts and say how many in each part and how to record equations. We are very
impressed with them for persevering when they have found things tricky. We are half way through
level 3 in phonics and now most children can write words and simple sentences which is fantastic

for this time of the year.

Some children have been doing excellent balancing both outside and also during PE lessons and

have enjoyed taking part in yoga and dance lessons.

We look forward to reading the book ‘Aliens Love Underpants’ next week and using it as a

stimulus for our learning.

Mrs Allen




Key Stage 1

This term, our power of reading book is called Anna Hibiscus. The children have been learning
about Anna and her family and the journey she takes to go on holiday with her family. Anna lives
in Africa.

In English, the children have written fact files about Nigeria. The children know lots of interesting

facts about Nigeria!

In Geography, we have been learning about the continents and the oceans of the world. We have
been learning about physical and human features and this week the children went on a local walk

to find these features in our area.

In PE, the children have been working on their gymnastics skills. They have performed forward
and backward rolls. They have also been working on different gymnastic shapes such as: star,

pike, straddle, and tuck.

Miss Gayson, Miss Taylor, Ms. Laughland, Mr. Morand and the KS1 team




Lower Key Stage 2

What an amazing term so far!
Our core book is The Great Kapok Tree.

In English, we have explored rainforests, talking about the different layers of the forest, and the
animals and plants that are likely to be found there. The children have thought carefully about
descriptive language, and using their knowledge of rainforests, they created wonderful information
leaflets about the rainforest. They have also explored the language used by poet Grace Nicols in
her poem For Forest, which focuses on the problem of deforestation and they went on to create

their own descriptive poetry.

Our History this term has been focused around the Ancient Maya, a civilization of people from
over two thousand years ago. The children have been very excited as they have learnt about their
lives, how they lived and their customs and rituals. As part of our learning, we had a Maya
workshop this week, where the children had a wonderful time learning more about what they
looked like, how they hunted, how they worshipped their gods and more about their customs and

rituals.
We have linked our PE (dance) with the Maya by learning different dance moves and putting
them together into a sequence, and also learning a very catchy song in Music, which tells the

story of the Maya.

In Maths, Year 3 have learnt about length and perimeter and multiplication, and Year 4 have
been building on their knowledge of continuous data as well as multiplication and division.

Rainforest in a box Maya workshop

LKS2 Team




Upper Key Stage 2

This half term is flying by! We have already finished our work around ‘Just So Stories’ by
Rudyard Kipling. The children have even written their own Just So story about how an animal of
their choice came to have a certain characteristic such as, ‘How the Hedgehog got its Spikes.’

We are going to start work on our second Power of Reading book, ‘Seasons of Splendour’ by
Madhur Jaffrey. We are excited to see what wonderful work the children produce.

Alongside the ‘Just So stories’, we have been learning about the human and physical Geography
of India, whilst comparing this to the UK. The children have conducted their own research and
refined their atlas skills.

In Science, we have been learning all about different forces and have planned our own
investigation around this that we will be conducting. Year 6 have been learning all about ratio
and proportion. Meanwhile, Year 5 have been working with fractions, multiplication and division.

Our Art and DT work has also been inspired by our work around the class texts, with a focus on
India. We have researched and created a mood board for Indian patterns. From this, we have
designed our own pattern to print onto fabric. We look forward to more amazing learning taking

place over the remainder of this half term.

Mr Allen, Miss Childs and Mr Thurston




Young Voices at The 02

Longland's KS2 choir spent the last few months learning the songs for the Young Voices concert,
songs which are a mixture of rock songs, nostalgic 80/90 tunes and film tunes from Trolls and

Matilda, a really eclectic mix of music.

Finally the day arrived, we knew it would be a long day but we also knew it would be worth
it! The children arrived at the Arena and the atmosphere was electric right from the
beginning. We spent the afternoon in rehearsals - going over the songs and moves ready for the

everu'ng concert.

As the concert time approached, the children became extremely excited..... some of the children
had been before so knew what to expect. The parents started to fill the arena, the usual - “where’s

my child?” hunt began!

Finally it was showtime! The songs, the moves and the atmosphere lead to an amazing perfor-
mance - being part of a 9000+ strong choir is an experience that will not be forgotten.

Mrs Harris




Dates for the diary 2024

Friday 26th January—FOLS Make The Rules Day

Friday 2nd February—NSPCC numbers day

Monday 5th February—Internet Safety Week

Tuesday 6th February—Safer Internet Day

Monday 11th—Friday 16th February—Half term break
Friday 1st March—Warhol class assembly

Thursday 7th March—World Book Day

Friday 15th March—Red Nose Day

Friday 15th March—Kahlo class assembly

Friday 22nd March—KS2 Choir performing at Care Home
Tuesday 26th March—Rock Steady Concert

Tuesday 26th March—Parents Evening

Wednesday 27th March—KS2 Choir performing at Care Home
Thursday 28th March—~Parents Evening

Friday 29th March—Easter Holidays

Dates tOF
the Digry:

Attendance
Monet 98%
Matisse 92%

Murakami 95%

O’Keeffe 7%

Warhol 95%

Thomas 5%
Kahlo 6%
Basquiat | 95%
Malone 7%
Ashevak 1%
Wei Wei 4%

From Miss Owen and the Longlands Staff Team.




Safequarding Update
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